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Groove Kid Nation
Rhythm Bears
Interactive Funky Family CD GETS KIDS FEELING THE RHYTHM

National retail release: April 16, 2013

Label:  Groove Kid Nation, Los Angeles, CA www.groovekidnation.com
Retail Distribution:  Distribution 13 www.distribution13.com
SRP:  $15.98

Los Angeles -- Groove Kid Nation continues its award winning music education series with a third release, Rhythm Bears.  Producer Rodney Lee once again recruits top L.A. musicians, but this time heads deep into the woods to create a soulful folk hoedown.  As the title suggests, Rhythm Bears is all about drawing kids into the music with rhythmic call and response games that will have them clapping, stomping, playing percussion, and vocalizing to the beat.

The Groove Kid Nation series tracks Lee’s efforts to create age-appropriate music education tools for his son (now 4).  When his toddler turned 3, Lee began to see that his son was ready for more complicated rhythmic games.  Therefore, he decided that this should be the focus of the next CD.

“While researching the subject of children and rhythm, I came across an alarming statistic by University of Michigan professor Phyllis Weikert”, explains Lee.  

“In 1981, 80 – 85 percent of female high school students could keep a steady beat and 60 – 66 percent of males. In 1991, the percentages dropped to 48 percent and 30 percent respectively. Less than 50 percent of adults have the ability to keep a steady beat. Only 10 percent of kindergarten students could keep a steady beat. This ability should be in place by two to three years of age.  The prime time to teach it is up until the age of seven.”  EarlyChildhoodNews.com
“In addition, I came across loads of research showing that keeping a steady beat improves language development in children”, Lee further explains.  “This was all the inspiration I needed to get busy.”  

While the first two releases from Groove Kid Nation are rooted more in soul and funk, the Rhythm Bears opens children’s ears to an entirely new set of musical instruments including harmonica, fiddle, acoustic guitar, acoustic bass, clarinet, kalimba, ukulele, and even didgeridoo.  The soul and groove are still there, but the sound takes on a country twist.
Finally, the growing website GrooveKidNation.com offers further resources for parents and children via videos, articles, free coloring book downloads, and even a “Buyer’s Guide to the Best Musical Instruments for Kids Under Age 5.”

Ten percent of the wholesale price of Rhythm Bears will be donated to CARE, a leading humanitarian organization fighting poverty (www.care.org).

Rodney Lee plans Groove Kid Nation events to celebrate the release.  For more information visit www.GrooveKidNation.com.  Retail distribution is available from Distribution 13 (www.distribution13.com)

Press Contact:  Rodney Lee (818) 720-6560, rodney@groovekidnation.com
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